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The view through the President’s sight:

Already we’re half way to next year’s annual banquet.  Time flies!  Board members are very hard at work 

planning and procuring items for the fundraiser to be held on March 6, 2010—once again at Oklahoma City’s 

National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.

We do work very, very hard to try to have something for everyone at the fundraiser each March…and not 

just “any old something”, but something of real value.  So how do we determine what to offer?  I’ll try to give a 

good answer to that…without running over two pages.  Here goes….

As you all recognize, we are a charity, and everything we accomplish during the year for the sake of hunting 

(sending Oklahoma youth to outdoor activities, sending Oklahoma teachers to wilderness–leadership seminars, 

supporting the Oklahoma “Hunters Against Hunger” program, working in many ways to protect hunters’ rights 

in Oklahoma and abroad, etc.) is paid for very largely with whatever proceeds we derive from our March fund-

raiser.  It is very important, therefore, that we offer the best we can for everyone’s benefit: we want to find the 

best possible opportunities for our bidders, which translates into the best potential return to the Chapter.

At our March fundraiser, the greatest potential proceeds are from the live auction.

The total value of the items in that auction is considerable…, but what are the real economics?  Let’s focus 

on hunts—the items of greatest overall interest.

First of all, very few hunts are given to us with no cost—very few.  That’s why you’ll seldom see the words, 

“donor” or “donation”.  Most hunts have strings attached, generally including a specific cost that we must pay 

the outfitter if we sell the hunt.  So, what’s our cost?  It varies.  On something very unique, it can be as high as 

90% of the stated value of the hunt.  It’s usually much less than that, but it is often quite substantial.  [By the 

way, the stated value is not an inflated number; we diligently try to avoid any hunt on which the outfitter places 

a value we feel is excessive…or for which some of the extra costs—such as trophy fees—seem to be out of 

line.]

Because of these costs, we very often need to put a “reserve” price on a hunt.  That reserve insures, first of 

all, that we do not actually lose money by selling the hunt.  Again, we are a charity; we don’t have any “extra” 

money; we simply can not go in the hole.  Be assured, we keep the reserve price as low as possible!  We want 

to sell the hunt…we need to sell the hunt…in order to make any money at all.  How low is the reserve?  Let me 

put it this way:  if you would be happy to pick up a $20 bill lying on the sidewalk even if someone—whomev-

er—would charge you $10 to do so (a 50% “reserve”), then the reserves we put on our hunts (unless our cost is 

higher) would generally make you very happy indeed!

What about the variety of hunts?  Why not more North American hunts?  First of all, please rest assured 

that we aggressively seek out any available North American hunt that offers quality and good value (I joke that 

I take every N. American mouse hunt that I can get).  Why don’t we have more of these (big-game hunts; not 

mouse hunts)?  They simply are not made available to us.  By comparison to much of the rest of the world, 

North American hunting seasons are so short, and the number of tags or spaces available is often so low relative 

to demand, that outfitters simply can not afford to do anything but sell each of their hunts at market price—or so 

close to market price that there’s no advantage to anyone to try to sell it at an auction.

If an outfitter is in a position to seriously discount a hunt for a fundraiser such as ours, there’s also a very 

long list of organizations such as ours standing in line with their hands out…almost 200 SCI chapters and mobs 

of chapters from various other organizations.  The outfitter must choose one place for his discounted hunt…the 

Something for everyone—a TALL order…
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place from which he feels he has the greatest likelihood of getting some paying customers in return—or from 

which he has already enjoyed a number of customers.

All that said, we still work hard to be able to offer all the North American hunts that we can get.  This is a 

very high priority for us.

So that gets us to the non-North-American hunts….  Simply stated, we “listen” to bidders at each auction, 

and we try to offer a variety and number of hunts to match what we hear.  As always, we work hard to get hunts 

of the best quality and value.

What about the number of auction items we offer at our evening banquet/auction each March?  We offer 

as many as we can—of the best quality and value that we can find—given the very limited time available that 

evening.

Now you know the rest of the story.

Enjoy the rest of this issue, and please mark your calendars for our upcoming “Fall Rendezvous”, to be held 

on Friday, October 9th, at the Elks Lodge in El Reno (details later).  Thank you for being here!

Mike Mistelske, President        August, 2009

O k l a h o m a  S t a t i o n  C h a p t e r  o f  S a f a r i  C l u b  I n t e r n a t i o n a l                             2 4 t h  B a n q u e t  a n d  A u c t i o n

OKLAHOMA STATION CHAPTER
THE MISSION OF THE OKLAHOMA STATION CHAPTER SCI IS TO PROTECT

THE FREEDOM TO HUNT AND PROMOTE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION IN THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA AND WORLDWIDE. 

S P O N S O R S
The sponsors listed here are dedicated individuals and businesses who have

shown their support for this annual fund raising event. Please recognize
these individuals for their continued support and generous donations to

preserve wildlife and defend our right to hunt.

G O L D  S P O N S O R S
Ryan Herring

Nitro Express Ballistics, Ben Leforce

John A.Morris

Shoshone Oil and Gas, Steve Smith, President

Leroy and Rosalie Ussery

Wheeler & Sons O&G, Jack Wheeler

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S
Barneo Inc, Byron & Kathy Neher
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 Several years in the making, this was not to be a 

conventional hunting trip….

On our first visit to Australia some years ago, 

my wife Barbara and I had visited both the wilds of 

Aboriginal Arnhemland and some of the giant cattle 

ranches of the Northern Territory.  On that trip, we 

learned of Australia’s huge free-ranging populations 

of feral animals descending from the released or es-

caped “livestock” of a hundred years ago.

In wild Arnhemland, we had successfully pursued 

Asian water buffalo—very much like hunting Africa’s 

Cape buffalo—only the Asian bulls get significantly 

larger than the African.  On the big cattle ranches 

(some, millions of acres in size), the object was to 

help control the wild pigs, donkeys, and other “exot-

ics” that posed a serious economic threat.  Speaking 

of “exotics”, Australia is blessed with at least seven 

non-indigenous deer species (red, fallow, chital, sam-

bar, rusa, hog, and elk)…but that was another hunt…

and another story.

 On those previous trips, I had been told that there 

were herds of wild camels scattered through Austra-

lia’s vast interior deserts.  While a hunt for camels in 

such a unique habitat sounded extremely intriguing, 

By M.J.Mistelske

AUSTRALIA…(o_-_str_l-y_)…

…[Encyclopedia Britannica]: smallest continent and sixth largest country 
(in area) on Earth, lying between the Pacific and Indian oceans.

…[“encyclopedia Mistelske”]:  The Land Down Under; a big place; feral

FERAL…(fîr’_l)…existing in a wild or untamed state; savage

Two of the many native species abundant on this trip: red kangaroos and emu; but indigenous species were not the focus of 

this adventure…
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the logistics of such an excursion were beyond what I 

could fit into my previous visits to the South Pacific.  

THIS TIME, desert and camels it would be!

Australia is a big place.  After flying literally half 

way around the globe to get there, my companions 

and I then drove for two long days just to reach the 

near edge of the desert habitat we sought.  To cross 

the desert, one would need to be prepared to drive 

another 2,000 miles.  BIG!

My companions included three Australians…guys 

who had lived, worked, or explored their entire lives 

in the areas we were to visit…and one Oklahoman.  

My Oklahoma friend is planning to write his own 

description of this adventure, and I’ll leave it to him 

to provide a lot of the detail.  This is the short version.

On the third day of actually hunting, we finally 

found our first mob of camels, and what an exciting 

moment it was to first see them silhouetted against the 

sky!  Over the next few days we twice found herds 

of these wandering beasts.  Our camera lenses were 

good enough to capture a few images that could be 

enlarged to “close” the huge distances:

 On the fringes of the desert we also found a 

few of the large “red” species of kangaroo, and a 

On the third day of actually hunting, we finally found our first mob of camels.

LEFT: a very gentle young “Carpet Python”

ABOVE: a very aggressive “King Brown”, perhaps 

Australia’s most deadly snake
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good number of dingos (we were on the “uncon-

trolled” wild side of the 2,000km-long “Dingo Bar-

rier Fence”).  The most visible of the carcass-cleanup 

crew were the great numbers of large “wedge-tailed” 

eagles.

Always interested in reptiles, I was pleased to 

catch (and release) a very gentle young (six-foot-

long) python in one of the few wet areas on the fringe 

of the desert.  I was also excited to have an encounter 

with what is considered the most venomous of Austra-

lia’s many venomous snakes, a young (five-foot-long) 

“king brown”.  The brown snake was exceedingly 

active and ready to challenge anyone who approached 

within a distance of about ten feet.  He would swap 

ends in an instant, and then raise his head and flare his 

neck in a very intimidating display.

Our outing was not limited to the desert.  On 

the way back to civilization, we decompressed on a 

property in a much moister and more lushly-vegetated 

area.  There we found feral pigs and goats in abun-

dance…and the omnipresent kangaroos, emus, and 

parrots—always enjoyable to see.

    

We even did a bit of shooting, at ranges up to 327 

laser-measured yards.



If you hunt and become ill or injured, Global Rescue is 
the only company in the world that will come get you, 
wherever you are, and evacuate you to the home hospital 
of your choice. We are the premier provider of medical, 
security, and evacuation services worldwide. 

Our field rescue teams deploy worldwide to the most 
remote regions, regularly saving members’ lives.

Global Rescue Member Benefits Include: 

• Deployable medical, security and field rescue teams
• Evacuation to your home hospital of choice 
• �24/7 operations center staffed by critical-care trained 

paramedics, doctors and special operations veterans
• �Medical consultation by Johns Hopkins Medicine 

physicians and specialists
• �Extraction services available for security emergencies 
• �Real-time city, country, political and medical 

intelligence reports

Enroll today.

Call 800.381.9754 or visit our website: www.globalrescue.com

Mention  Sci Oklahoma Station when enrolling

If you’re injured out here, 
only one company will

bring you home.

Global Rescue, already a supporter of our SCI chapter, 
has offered to return a portion of their sales back to us.

The Oklahoma Station Chapter of SCI is pleased to announce that Global Rescue, the premier provider of 
medical, security and evacuation services to SCI members worldwide is increasing their support to us.

Because of their dedication to our organization and the well-being of our members, we strongly urge you 
to consider Global Rescue.

Global Rescue will donate a portion of sales directly back to our chapter.  Please be sure to mention code 
“SCI Oklahoma Station” when you call.

Click here to enroll today.

http://www.globalrescue.com/plans.cfm?SCIOklahomaStation
http://www.globalrescue.com/plans.cfm?SCIOklahomaStation


I spotted the bobcat quickly and I felt the hair rise 

on the back of my neck.  There was such intensity 

in its eyes and tension in its body as it paused while 

climbing down the rocks.  I froze and held my breath.  

It was obvious there was only one thing on this cat’s 

mind; dinner and he was looking right at me.

  SCI-OSC President Mike Mistelske’s voice 

broke my trance and brought me back to reality.  I 

was not in the woods, but in the Crowne Plaza Ho-

tel at the Oklahoma Taxidermist Association’s 2009 

show, held from 25-27 June.  Mike and I were there to 

award two contestants for their exceptional talent in 

the art of taxidermy.  

The Oklahoma Taxidermists Association (OKTA) 

is a non-profit organization striving to better the art of 

taxidermy and to further educate its members.  OK-

TA’s annual show featured the work of taxidermists 

in Oklahoma and nearby states.  Categories for the 

competition were whitetails, game heads, fish, birds, 

reproductions, life-size mammals, reptiles, original 

3D art, and original flat art. Divisions were youth, 

amateur, professional, and master’s.  Mike and I had 

the privilege of judging and choosing OSC’s Award 

winners from 147 entries. OSC presented two awards 

this year; Best Life Size North American Mammal 

and Best African/Exotic Mammal.  Along with an 

Award Plaque, the recipients were granted $100.  

The bobcat that had entranced me was created 

by Clay Wagner of Lott, Texas.  Mike and I had no 

difficulty agreeing this was the winner of the Best 

Life Size North American Mammal.  It was truly an 

amazing work.  This cat was alive!  In addition to the 

SCI-OSC Award, Clay’s bobcat also won State Cham-

pion-Lifesize, The People’s Choice, and The Woody 

Award. 

 While there were no African animals entered, 

there was no shortage of exotics; Barbary (Aoudad) 

sheep, black buck, chital (Axis) deer, and a mouflon 

ram.  This was a more difficult category for us to 

choose a winner, because the mounts included full 

size, half size, and shoulder mounts.  Plus they were 

Vignette of Clay Wagner’s bobcat

Clay Wagner of Lott, Texas, winner of Best Life Sized North 

American Mammal, and his bobcat



all very good.  After much deliberation and walk-

ing back and forth between the mounts, we choose 

a Barbary sheep by Danny Keener of Choctaw, OK.  

A truly beautiful piece, it featured the animal climb-

ing down a steep grade.  With his head low and eyes 

focused on his step, it was easy imagine him in nature 

traversing the treacherous terrain in which he was 

adapted for.  The force of gravity at work showcased 

his wonderfully long beard.   Danny also won State 

Champion – Whitetail at the show.

Prior to attending the show I spoke with OKTA 

member Joe Trammel about how one goes about 

judging a taxidermy show.  He said, “Taxidermy is re-

ally an art.  It is not simply stuffing an animal.  Judges 

have specific criteria which they look for, and it is the 

total mount that is finally considered.  We look for an 

entry that tells a story.”  I understood what Joe had 

said while walking among the entries at the OKTA 

show.  These were works of art and reflected the taxi-

dermists’ creativity and personality.  I felt a sense of 

pride that SCI-OSC was committed to promoting this 

often misunderstood art and recognizing some of the 

top artists in our area.  

To see some extraordinary taxidermy art and meet 

the artists, plan on going to the OKTA 2010 show.  It 

is an excellent opportunity to meet just the right per-

son to preserve the memory of your next hunt.  

For information about OKTA, please contact 

President Kenneth Bauman at (405) 247-5711 or go to 

http://www.oklahomataxidermistsassociation.com.

  -  Kevin A. Shufran

  

Danny Keener of Choctaw 

Oklahoma, winner of Best Exotic 

Mammal, and his Aoudad sheep.

http://www.oklahomataxidermistsassociation.com
http://www.oklahomataxidermistsassociation.com
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Our chapter had a fantastic time on July 11th with about 35 members and friends.  We were even

blessed with some cloud cover in the morning that kept the temperature tolerable. The Wildlife

Department’s Step program set up several traps at the Oklahoma City Gun Club’s old shotgun range

and our members had some friendly competition. After a morning of shooting we all gathered in the

clubhouse for elk, caribou and venison burgers; along with ribs, potato salad and beans donated by

Earl’s Barbeque on Western.  And Paul Isenberg donated some delicious caribou back straps.  Beau

Cantrell brought several pies and we didn’t lack for great food.  We had a couple of drawings and

gave away a new shotgun and a very nice knife in a separate youth drawing.  If you didn’t come you

missed a great time.



My gun club has a couple of activist types that are 

tied into the pro-gun lobbyists and pro-gun political 

networks. One of them posted this late last night. It’s 

of interest to all of us.

At about five-thirty yesterday evening, the lengthy 

feature that was to have gone in today’s editions of 

both the Outdoor and Shooting Wires was rendered 

unnecessary. Normally, that’s not a reason for celebra-

tion. But this was no ordinary occurrence. 

After having spoken 

with Larry Haynie of 

Georgia Arms regarding 

the Department of De-

fense decision to require 

all once-fired military 

brass be shredded rather 

than sold for repurpos-

ing to consumers and 

domestic agencies, it 

seemed the set-piece 

battle over gun owner-

ship was underway. 

This morning, there 

is no discomfort what-

soever to report that the 

Department of Defense 

has been introduced to the idea that unilateral deci-

sions of this magnitude don’t come without conse-

quences. 

The voice of reason came from the United States 

Senators from Montana. 

More accurately, the voices of reason came from 

the Democratic senators from Montana. 

Known for pushing ethics reform, Senator Jon 

Tester apparently isn’t afraid to push for gun owners, 

too. Senator Max Baucus (D-MT) says that a hand on 

the purse strings gets everyone’s attention - even at 

the DOD.

At approximately 4:15 p.m. Eastern yesterday 

afternoon, Senators Tester and Baucus of Montana 

faxed a cosigned letter to the Department of Defense 

asking DOD to reverse their new policy requiring 

“mutilation” of fired military cartridge brass. 

At approximately 5:30 p.m. Eastern, our sources 

tell us, Senator Tester’s office received a fax back 

from the Defense Department saying the brass de-

struction policy IS reversed. 

Already, websites that coordinate the sale of DOD 

surplus are beginning to remove the “Mutilation” 

requirement from their 

listings. This only hours 

after they began adding 

the mutilation stipula-

tion. 

In short, it seems a 

fax from the Chairman 

of the Senate Finance 

Committee and another 

Senator had consider-

able powers of persua-

sion. 

That translates to a 

win for the law-abiding 

gun owners of the 

United States. 

It is only appropriate 

that we recognize the party affiliation of both these 

men, because their willingness to go to bat for the 

ammunition industry demonstrates that, despite all the 

indications to the contrary, Washington is not irrevo-

cably divided down party lines. 

When it comes to firearms and Second Amend-

ment rights, it seems party affiliations can still be 

disregarded. 

That is reassuring. 

Today, firearms owners owe these two gentlemen 

a vote of thanks. 

They didn’t wait for an opinion poll, they 

acted.

http://www.kniferights.org/
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The U.S. Government is after your Pocket Knives! In a sneak attack, U.S. Customs 

has proposed revoking earlier rulings that assisted opening knives are not switchblades. 

The proposal would not only outlaw assisted opening knives, its overly broad new defini-

tion of a switchblade would also include all one-handed opening knives and most other 

pocket knives!

Knife Rights was formed three years ago because we knew it was only a matter of 

time before there would be a major attempt to take away our knives, as has occurred in 

England, Europe and elsewhere. Little did we guess that the first major battle at a nation-

al level wouldn’t come head on, but with government bureaucrats trying to sneak it by 

everyone, avoiding a more conventional legislative battle, which they know they’d likely 

lose.

Knife Rights is geared up to help win this fight, but we cannot do it without your help, your emails, 

your letters. The fight can only be won if we raise enough hell that they are convinced they will not get 

away with this. YOU are the most effective arrow in our quiver, the most powerful cartridge in our gun.

http://www.kniferights.org/

http://www.kniferights.org/
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http://www.dps.state.ok.us
http://www.NRAILA.org
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http://www.uss.salvationarmy.org/USS/www
http://www.uss
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Go to www.dps.state.ok.us and sign 

up for electronic renewal notices to come 

directly to you. The State of Oklahoma 

suspended US Postal mailings of renewals 

some time ago but is now willing to do so 

electronically.

Please Thank Attorney General Drew Edmondson!
Two-thirds of the nation’s attorneys general have filed an amicus brief asking the U.S. Supreme Court to 

grant certiorari in the case of NRA v. Chicago and hold that the Second Amendment applies to state and local 

governments through the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. This bi-partisan group of 33 attor-

neys general, along with the Attorney General of California in a separate filing, agrees with the NRA’s position 

that the Second Amendment protects a fundamental individual right to keep and bear arms, disagreeing with the 

decision recently issued by a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

Attorney General Edmondson was one of the many who agrees that the Second Amendment is a fundamen-

tal individual right and signed the amicus brief.  Please call Attorney General Edmondson at (405) 521-3921 

and thank him for standing up in support of the Second Amendment.  

The State Attorneys General Amicus Brief can be found by clicking here.

www.NRAILA.org

Write Your Representative, Write The Media, Get Involved Locally, Register To Vote, Contribute

    

http://www.windsongadventures.com
http://sci-foundation.org
http://www.NRAILA.org
http://www.dps.state.ok.us
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   By  M.J.Mistelske

250,000…that’s how many meals Tulsa’s Salva-

tion Army fed to needy people in 2008.

250,000…in just one year…just in Tulsa!  To me, 

that’s truly wonderful.  Of course, it also indicates the 

incredible magnitude of the need…and that need is 

very dramatically on the rise.

So…what has this to do with our Oklahoma Sta-

tion Chapter of SCI?

Over the last year, our chapter has been particu-

larly and conspicuously active in education, wildlife 

conservation, and humanitarian initiatives.  Early 

this summer, SCI’s headquarters office in Tucson 

contacted us and offered the opportunity for us to 

place a commercial meat grinder where it would do a 

lot of good toward the feeding of needy people; SCI 

Foundation’s Humanitarian Services staff felt that our 

chapter was a prime candidate—only one of many, 

I’m sure--for sharing in this special program…to our 

very good fortune!

While there were a number of very deserving 

homes for our meat grinder, Tulsa’s Salvation Army 

was selected.  Their “Center of Hope” is currently 

feeding approximately 1,000 meals each day--and 

they’ve been doing this without a very large staff…

and with no meat grinder.  Center of Hope Director 

Arletta Robinson and Food Services Manager Mary 

Stake lead this massive program, and they were both 

ecstatic about the possibility of put-

ting a commercial meat grinder in their 

kitchen!

On June 30, SCIF Humanitarian 

Services Committee chairman Gene 

Rurka and SCIF Sportsmen Against 

Hunger subcommittee chairman Steve 

Rilenge joined me at the Center of Hope 

to make the presentation.  We were also 

joined by Rowdy and Paula Malchow of 

Oklahoma’s “Windsong Adventures”, 

who donated 200 pounds of their prime 

bison meat with which to initiate The 

Salvation Army’s new grinder!

  The Salvation Army’s “Center of 

Hope”, one of 10 Salvation Army facili-

ties in the Tulsa area, is home to their 

social services programs in the city of 

Tulsa.  The Salvation Army has the 

largest-capacity emergency shelter in the 

community, with room to provide refuge 

to 500 people each night. An average of 

over 250 homeless individuals and families seek this 

service every day of the year.  The Salvation Army 

also provides transitional housing for homeless indi-

viduals and families who are willing to work towards 

self-sufficiency through education and skills training; 

and emergency financial assistance for those who are 

having temporary difficulties in meeting their basic 

financial needs, e.g., utilities, prescriptions, and rent.

…More information about The Salvation Army’s 

operations in Tulsa can be found at:

http://www.uss.salvationarmy.org/USS/www_

uss_tulsa_ac.nsf .

…For information about The Salvation Army’s 

operations in your area, use their “Find a Center” 

feature on the following web page: http://www.uss.

salvationarmy.org/uss/www_uss.nsf .

For information about all the hunting opportuni-

ties and other outdoor activities available at

SCI Oklahoma Station Chapter president Mike Mistelske setting up the meat grinder 

donated by SCIF to The Salvation Army’s Tulsa “Center of Hope”…which feeds 1,000 

meals each day to people in need

http://www.uss.salvationarmy.org/USS/www_
http://www.uss


Rowdy and Paula Malchow’s “Windsong Adven-

tures” in eastern Oklahoma, their website is:

www.windsongadventures.com .  Rowdy & Paula 

are big SCI-OSC supporters; give them a call!

For more information about our SCI Foundation, 

visit:  http://sci-foundation.org .

   SCIF was recently acknowledged for its excel-

lence as an association propelling America forward 

with innovative projects in education, skills train-

ing, standard-setting, business and social innovation, 

knowledge creation, citizenship, and community ser-

vice.  It was said of SCIF’s Sportsmen Against Hun-

ger program that, “It is an honor and an inspiration 

to showcase this activity as an example of the many 

contributions associations are making to advance 

American society”. 

   Through our Sportsmen Against Hunger pro-

gram, SCI members and chapters in the last five years 

alone have donated more than 1 million pounds of 

much-needed wild game meat to food shelves, soup 

kitchens and charities that serve hungry families.  

Especially in these tough economic times, the dona-

tion of over 400,000 pounds of wild game meat in 

2008-2009 has made more of a difference than ever.  

Sportsmen Against Hunger is the original program 

from which other local and national wild game dona-

tion efforts gained their inspiration to launch.

LEFT TO RIGHT:

Rowdy & Paula Malchow, owners 

of Windsong Adventures, Mike 

Mistelske, SCI Oklahoma Station 

Chapter president, Mary Stake, 

Food Services Manager of The 

Salvation Army’s Tulsa “Center of 

Hope”, Steve Rilenge, chairman of 

SCIF’s Sportsmen Against Hunger 

sub-committee, Gene Rurka, 

chairman of SCIF’s Humanitarian 

Services Committee

http://www.windsongadventures.com
http://sci-foundation.org




The opportunity to go to the Y.O. 

Ranch was one of the best experiences 

I have ever had. This was the first time 

I’ve ever been to Texas. It was not at all 

what I had expected. The 11 hour drive 

from North East Oklahoma was excit-

ing. I had my picture taken by a sign 

that named a road after me, a picture by 

Stone Hinge II and beautiful scenery.

  Upon arriving at the camp I was 

amazed at how large it was. (44,000 

acres) What was even more amazing 

was the fact that Whitetail, Fallow, and 

Cika deer would walk right into the camp! I knew 

I was there to hunt a ram, but to my surprise, the 

second day I was there I got to go on a wild hog hunt 

with Blue Tick hounds and Pit Bull dogs. The guides 

killed one that was 300+ pounds and one that was 45+ 

pounds.  I didn’t think I would like it, but it actually 

gets your blood pumping.

   While at the ranch for a week I had many activi-

ties to keep me busy. I got to swim everyday in the 

Y.O. lodge pool as well as their large stock tank that 

had a slide attached to it. It was fed by a windmill. I 

was able to compete in an archery shoot. Surprisingly, 

I won! I was also given the opportunity to shoot an 

AK-47, .20 gauge shotgun, .243 and a .22 riffle. I did 

not compete with these though. Exciting yet terrifying 

would be the way I would explain the ropes course 

that I completed. ZIP LINE!  That’s all I got to say 

about that. Moving on to one of the neatest thing that 

I encountered while there. I got to go on a safari tour 

on the ranch. I saw exotic animals that I’ve never 

seen before. Such as a Wildebeest, Gazelles, and an 

African Water Buffalo! I even had the chance to feed 

a Giraffe! I can now say that I’ve slept out under the 

Texas stars. It wasn’t as dark as I expected it to be! 

Just as I noticed on the first day of camp, that night 

the Cika deer came right up to us in our sleep! That 

same night I learned how to build a fire and cook over 

an open flame.

  On the third day of camp it was my turn to hunt 

for my ram. As I rode around in the rig in the rocky, 

cedar filled pasture I was getting nervous. My knees 

were knocking. We came upon a herd and stepped 

out of the rig quietly looking for cover, but there was 

no cover to be found. So I took a knee 

shaking as hard as I could! I then aimed 

for the biggest horned Texas Doll Ram 

I could see, but my nerves got the better 

of me as I waited for the Long Horns to 

move out of the way. Finally, my chance 

at the big one. BOOM!  One shot, One 

second, One kill. I had shot him right 

through the jugular. I quickly learned 

the Y.O. tradition. As the ram was being 

dressed, my camp counselor dipped his 

finger in the ram’s blood and painted the 

Y.O. symbol on my cheek. Then I knew 

it was completed when he shook my hand and con-

gratulated me. Oddly enough you would think that the 

best part of camp would be harvesting my ram, but it 

wasn’t, it was returning to camp and looking at my-

self in the mirror with the blood on my cheek. I had a 

sense of accomplishment within me.

   For the past few years I had decided that I 

wanted to work for the department of wildlife when I 

grow up. Staying at the Y.O. Ranch for a week made 

me realize that there is many other ways to work with 

wildlife. In this large acreage, small group setting, 

I had one on one attention from my counselors and 

learned so much about wildlife that I didn’t know. I 

learned much about myself as well. On the last day of 

camp there was an awards assembly and apparently 

I was the “Hunter of the week.”   I recently received 

the award for that, an awesome belt buckle. 

   This trip to the Y.O. Ranch was a once in a life-

time experience for me. Thank you SCI for choosing 

my essay and sending me to the ranch. Look for my 

next essay in two years!

 Gibbon Simmons 

         

Gibbon Simmons, a Jr. Division 

Apprentice Hunter Essay Contest 

Winner in 2008 with Y.O. symbol.





The first meeting of Tulsa VFW Post 577 was 

held on January 4, 1921.  Now, 88 years later, the post 

recently hosted Tulsa’s 4th annual “Salute to Veter-

ans” celebration.

Our chapter of SCI was there to help thank our 

veterans and to spread awareness of SCI and of the 

activities of SCI’s Oklahoma Station Chapter.

OSC director Dennis Elliott and I spent the 100+ 

degree afternoon talking with interested veterans and 

their spouses and friends.  Discussions centered on 

the important role which SCI plays in protecting our 

hunting heritage, emphasizing the relevance to hunt-

ing right here in Oklahoma today—& the relevance to 

being able to take our kids hunting tomorrow.

Dennis and I also continued to spread the word 

about the African hunt which our chapter has orga-

nized for an Oklahoma Purple Heart veteran.  I’ve 

been meeting with various VFW and American 

Legion posts and communicating with other veterans’ 

organizations on this subject.  We will continue to 

accept applications for this special hunt until mid-

October.

Tulsa’s VFW Post 577 is one of the very oldest of 

the 9,000 VFW posts worldwide.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

traces its roots back to the Philippine Insurrection 

(1899-1902), when veterans returning home wounded 

or sick were not provided medical care or pensions.  

Some banded together and founded local organiza-

tions to secure rights and benefits for their service.  

Thus was born the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States.  The VFW now numbers some 1.6 mil-

lion members.

 

OSC at the VFW “Salute to Veterans” in Tulsa.  From left to right: Security chief, Dan Fuller; SCI-OSC director, 

Dennis Elliott; three-term VFW Post Commander, Michael Miller

Mike Mistelske



 Oklahoma youth outdoor writing contest winners 

take national honors for excellence

Two Oklahoma teenagers were recognized recent-

ly for placing high among their peers in a nationwide 

youth outdoor writing contest.

Steven Maichak of Edmond took third place in 

the senior prose division (grades 9-12) of the Norm 

Strung National Youth Writing Competition, and 

Raini Stiles of Collinsville took first place in the 

junior prose division (grades 6-8). Both received na-

tional recognition and cash rewards.

“This speaks highly of the youth here in Okla-

homa,” said Colin Berg, education supervisor for the 

Wildlife Department. According to Berg, Oklahoma 

always has youth that perform very well in national 

level competitions for outdoorsmen.

Maichak and Stiles were entered in the national 

writing contest as part of their reward for winning 

a local outdoor writing contest sponsored by the 

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation and 

the Oklahoma Station Chapter of Safari Club Inter-

national. Contestants in the annual statewide youth 

outdoor writing contest pick from two essay topics — 

“Hunting: Sharing the Heritage” or “What I like about 

Archery in the Schools and Bowhunting” — giving 

them a chance to share their outdoor heritage with 

others. The winning essays of the state contest are 

then entered into Norm Strung Youth Writing Com-

petition. Additionally, winners in the state’s senior 

division receive an all-expenses-paid antelope hunt 

in New Mexico, and junior division winners receive 

a scholarship to the YO Ranch Apprentice Hunter 

Program in Texas. The scholarship to the YO Ranch 

Apprentice Hunter Program and expenses for the 

antelope hunts are covered by the Oklahoma Station 

Chapter of Safari Club International with funds raised 

at the Chapter’s annual banquet. 

The youth writing competition is designed to pro-

mote America’s hunting heritage among Oklahoma’s 

youth. It provides them an opportunity to express the 

importance of hunting in their lives and to affirm their 

commitment to carrying on the hunting tradition. Stu-

dents use the essays or short stories to relive memora-

ble hunts, to explain why hunting is important to them 

and to recognize mentors who have influenced them 

to grow as hunters.

The Wildlife Department and the Oklahoma Sta-

tion Chapter of Safari Club International submit the 

winning essays to the Norm Strung National Youth 

Writing Competition, held annually by the Outdoor 

Writers Association of America.

To learn about how to compete in the state’s youth 

outdoor writing contest and become eligible for the 

Norm Strung writing contest, log on to wildlifedepart-

ment.com.

LEFT: Steven Maichak of Edmond took 

third place in the senior prose division 

(grades 9-12) of the Norm Strung National 

Youth Writing Competition.

RIGHT: Raini Stiles of Collinsville took first 

place in the junior prose division (grades 

6-8). Both received national recognition 

and cash rewards.



Dove hunters will enjoy expanded opportunities 

this fall, including 10 additional days of hunting. 

For all of the state except the southwest zone, the 

2009-10 dove season will run from Sept. 1-Nov. 9, 

with a daily limit of 15 mourning doves and white-

winged doves. However, there will be no daily limit 

of Eurasian collared doves as long as the birds are 

transported to their final destination with fully feath-

ered heads or one wing naturally 

attached.

In the Southwest Zone, 

where the season will run Sept. 

1 through Oct. 31 and Dec. 26 

through Jan. 3, the daily limit 

has been increased from 12 to 

15 mourning doves and white-

winged doves daily, and no daily 

limit on Eurasian collared doves 

that have fully feathered heads 

or wings naturally attached until 

transported to a final destination. 

The southwest zone starts on U.S. 

62 from the Texas border west of 

Hollis, east to Interstate 44, Interstate 44 south to OK 

7, OK 7 east to U.S. 81 and U.S. 81 south to the Texas 

border at the Red River. 

To hunt doves, sportsmen need a hunting license, 

unless exempt. Additionally, all migratory bird hunt-

ers, unless otherwise exempt, must carry a Harvest 

Information Permit (HIP) while afield. Hunters who 

bought their annual hunting license before July 1 also 

must have a fishing and hunting legacy permit, avail-

able on wildlifedepartment.com or anywhere hunting 

licenses are sold. Hunting licenses sold after July 1 

will have the legacy permit included in the cost of 

their hunting license.

The expanded dove season opportunities were 

approved by the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation 

Commission at its July meeting, along with regula-

tions for September resident Canada goose, Septem-

ber teal, rail, gallinule, woodcock and common snipe 

seasons. The regulations fall within a federal frame-

work that allows states to create their seasons for 

these species according to guide-

lines established by the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service. Dates for 

each season are available on the 

Wildlife Department’s Web site 

at wildlifedepartment.com.

In addition to expanded dove 

hunting opportunities, Septem-

ber teal season hunters will also 

be able to hunt resident Canada 

geese at the same time. Sep-

tember teal season will be Sept. 

12 through 27, statewide, with 

a daily limit of four teal. This 

year’s special September resident 

Canada goose season will run Sept. 12 through 21, 

statewide, with a daily limit of five.

According to Alan Peoples, chief of wildlife for 

the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conserva-

tion, the decision to schedule the special September 

resident Canada goose season during September teal 

season comes in response to requests from sportsmen 

wanting to hunt resident Canada geese and teal at the 

same time.

“We’d very much like for more people to partici-

pate in the resident Canada goose season,” Peoples 

said.

            

For all of the state except the southwest zone, the 
2009-10 dove season will run from Sept.1 - Nov.9



 

2009 Joint Meeting of  
Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
and Bollenbach Wildlife Symposium
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2009 

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society Business Meeting,  
 Noble Foundation Pavilion, Ardmore, Okla.

Thursday, Sept. 10, 2009 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Registration at Holiday Inn, Ardmore, Okla.
9:00 a.m. - 5:15 p.m. Field Tour of the Lake Murray Field Trial Grounds Bobwhite Quail Habitat  
 Restoration Project (topics include project overview, prescribed burning,  
 cedar control, timber thinning)   
 Noble Foundation Co!ey Ranch (topics include prescribed burning, sand  
 plum research, cedar control and native rangeland management) 
 Sam Barrick’s (private landowner) waterfowl management area (topics  
 include moist soil management, wetland design and maintenance)   
5:15 pm - 12 midnight Social with heavy appetizers (Holiday Inn, Ardmore, Okla.) 
  
Friday, Sept. 11, 2009 

7:30 a.m - 8:00 a.m. Resistration
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Student paper competition and talks by professionals at the Southern  
 Oklahoma Technology Center, Ardmore, Okla.

Sept. 9, 10 and 11, 2009
Ardmore, Okla.

Preregistration due by Sept. 1, 2009
 Early Registration On-Site Students
Thursday only $40.00 $40.00 $25.00
Friday only $35.00 $40.00 $10.00
Both days $75.00 $80.00 $35.00

Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Society Membership $10.00
 
Sponsor a Student:  If you would like to support our student members who attend the meetings, please indicate the 
amount.  All monies donated will go to support their travel costs and participation. $ __________________________  

Grand Total $ _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

Organization _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State _____________________ Zip__________________

Email address (to con"rm registration) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make payment to the OKTWS and mail to:
Dwayne Elmore
008 C Ag Hall 
Stillwater, OK 74078-6013

We reserved a block of rooms at the Holiday Inn in Ardmore, Okla.  
Unreserved rooms will be released Sept. 1.  Mention you are with The 
Wildlife Society meeting and rooms should cost $80 each plus tax 
(about $91 with tax).  You may call the Holiday Inn at (580) 223-7130.

Sponsored by: d by: 

Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife Societyma Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Noble Foundation

OSU Extension

OSU Dept. of Natural Resources 

Ecology and Management

Game Bird Research Fund





FIRST READ BEFORE VIEWING THE PICTURE ... 

                                                        

I just bought a new boat and decided to take her for the maiden voyage this past week-

end.  This is my first boat and I wasn’t quite sure of the exact Standard Operating Proce-

dures for launching it off a ramp,  but I figured it couldn’t be too hard.          

                                          

I consulted my local boat dealer for advice,  but they just said:  “don’t let the trailer get 

too deep in the water when you launch the boat”.          

Well … ,   

  

I don’t know what they meant by that as I could barely get the trailer in the water at all !! 



ADULT CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

Name:                                                                                           Address:_________________________________

City, State: __________________________________Zip Code: ___________________________________

Day/Office Phone: ( ______) ____________________ FAX: ( _____) ________________________________

Home Phone: ( _____ )________________________ Cell Phone: ( _____) _________________________

Pager: ( ____)_______________________________ Other Phone: ( ____ ) _______________________

E-Mail:______________________________@_________________Web Site: _________________________

Other Address, City, State, ZIP: (circle one) Business or Home: ___________________________________

Signature:_______________________________  Sponsor Name & Number: __________________________________

Check One:

 _________ _____ Yes, I support the Safari Club International's and the Oklahoma Station Chapter's goals of conserving

wildlife and protecting the hunter. Please enroll me as a chapter and national member for $85.00. I realize that my

membership fees include a $30 chapter membership. The national membership fee of $55 includes an annual subscription

to the monthly Safari Times newspaper and bimonthly magazine, The Journal of Safari Bid Game Hunting.

____________Yes, I support the Safari Club International's and the Oklahoma Stations's goals of conserving wildlife and

protecting the hunter. Please enroll me as a chapter member for $30.00 I understand that to enroll as a chapter member, I

first must be a member in good standing of Safari Club International. My SCI Membership number is _________________

YOUTH CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP (SCI CUB)

Name: _____________________________________ Address: ____________________________________

City, State: _________________________________ Zip Code: ___________________________________

Home Phone: _______________________________ Cell Phone:

Day/Work Phone: ___________________________ Fax: ________________________________________

E-Mail Address: ______________________________ Web Site: ___________________________________

Date of Birth: _____________Sponsor: __________________________Sponsor's Member #: ________________

Check One:

__________$30.00 annual fee for national membership & the Oklahoma Station chapter (R1090) membership. This

includes an annual subscription to the Safari Times newspaper, the bi-monthly Safari Magazine the Oklahoma Safari

Trails newsletter.

__________$10.00 annual fee for national membership and Oklahoma Station chapter membership but choosing not to

receive SCI publications.

OTHER SCI MEMBERSHIP OPTIO NS (Check One)

Sportsman's Advocate Membership ______ Annual $30 US(USA, Canada, Mexico)________ Annual $55 US (Overseas/Airmail)

Family ____ Annual $75 US (USA, Canada, Mexico) _______ Annual $100 US (Overseas/Airmail)

National _____Annual $55 US (USA, Canada, Mexico)

International _____ Annual $80 US (Overseas/Airmail)

Life Member _____$1,500 US (USA, Canada, Mexico) ____ $2,000 US (Overseas/Airmail)

Senior Life (60 Years old +) _____$1,250 US (USA, Canada, Mexico) ____ $2,000 US (Overseas/Airmail)

Spousal Life _____$750 US (USA, Canada, Mexico, Overseas/Airmail)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  Authorized Amount: _______________         ________Check (Make check payable to SCI-Oklahoma Station)

_____Visa_____ MC   Card Account Number: _____________________________________   3 Digit # on Reverse side of card__________

     (Absolutely necessary)

Expires: ________________ Cardholder signature _____________________________________________________        

Reminder: We cannot process your order without the expiration date & 3 Digit #

Please return this form with appropriate fees to:

Sam C. Munhollon, Membership Chairman

10830 N. Bryant, Oklahoma City, OK 73131-5017

Membership Application

Oklahoma Station – Safari Club International
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Application for Lifetime CHAPTER Membership
(You must maintain an active membership in Safari Club International for Lifetime. Chapter Membership in

the Oklahoma Station chapter to be in effect.)

Name:

Home Address: ______________________________ City,. State: ________________________ Zip: __________

(Preferred mailing address if different than above:

Business Phone: (____) _________________________FAX: (___)_______________________________________

Home Phone (______ ) ________________________ Mobil/Cell Phone: ( _______ )_____________________

Pager (____)__________________________________ Other Phone: (___)______________________________

Signature:_______________________________ Email:_______________________________________________

Sponsor Name:________________________________ Sponsor Membership # : _________________________

(Please check one below)

 ____________ Yes, I support the Oklahoma Station and Safari Club International's goals of conserving wildlife and protecting

the hunter. Please enroll me as a Lifetime Chapter Member. I understand that this enrollment will entitle me to a permanent

subscription to the chapter newsletter, The Oklahoma Safari Trails, and all other publications and/or notices that are sent to active

chapter members. I am under the age of 65 and am enclosing the lifetime membership fee of $750.

 __________ Yes, I support the Oklahoma Station and Safari Club International's goals of conserving wildlife and protecting the
hunter. Please enroll me as a Lifetime Chapter Member. I understand that this enrollment will entitle me to a permanent

subscription to the chapter newsletter, The Oklahoma Safari Trails, and all other publications and/or notices that are sent to active

chapter members. I am over the age of 65 and am enclosing the lifetime chapter membership fee of $500.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:  Authorized Amount: ______________   ______Check (Make check payable to SCI-Oklahoma Station)

_____Visa_____ MC   Card Account Number: ________________________________ 3 Digit # on Reverse side of card_______

                    (Absolutely necessary)

Expires: ________________ Cardholder signature _____________________________________________________        

Reminder: We cannot process your order without the expiration date & 3 Digit #

Please return this form with the appropriate fees to:

Sam C. Munhollon
Membership Chairman

10830 N. Bryant
Oklahoma City, OK 73131

E-Mail: smunhollon@aol.com

Office Telephone Numbers: (405) 302-4168 --- (877) 838-1234 toll free

Oklahoma Station – Safari Club International

mailto:smunhollon@aol.com



